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 Greetings members and friends.  

It has been a while since I have written 

to you as there was no newsletter in 

the month of December. So, to all, Mer-

ry Christmas and Happy New year! We 

had our annual Christmas party De-

cember 1
st
 at the Warrenton Communi-

ty Center. It was attended by 56 mem-

bers. I want to give special thanks to 

Ann Mestrich and her crew for putting 

together a great party. There is a lot of 

work that goes into putting together a 

club function such as organizing, shopping, setting 

up, cooking serving and tear down and clean up. 

Thanks to all that helped and also thanks to those 

who showed up to participate.  Each year as part of 

the charitable work that we do, our club raised fund-

ing for two charities. Monies were collected at the 

Christmas party and I had the privilege of presenting 

donations on behalf of our club.  Donations were 

presented on December 2
nd

 to The Wishing tree pro-

gram received by Ms. Denise Cleveland in the 

amount of $1,725.00. Donations were presented on 

December 3
rd

 to the Clatsop County Regional Food 

Bank and received by Dustin Martin in the amount of 

$1,715.00. Thanks to our club and its members for 

their generosity and serving our community. 

 During our Christmas Party, there was and election 

of officers.  Chuck Loesch will serve another term as 

our Vice President.  Burt Young will serve another 

Term as our Treasurer.  Valerie Purdy will serve her 

first term as our club Secretary. I want to thank Nicki 

Andrews for her many years’ service to our club as 

secretary and has earned a well-deserved rest.  

On December 27
th
, I drove up to Jacks Country 

Store in Ocean Park, Washington and purchased 

2000 LBS of russet potatoes in 5 LB bags. Special 

thanks to Doug Haserot for setting up the availability 

of the potatoes. They were distributed throughout 

the area in Warrenton through the Food Bank, in 

Svensen/Knappa through volunteers 

and in the Naselle/ Rosberg area 

through volunteers also. Great job 

members and volunteers! 

 On January 1
st
 we joined with our 

friends across the river, The Beach 

Barons and had a short cruise and 

lunch. We met at the Astoria DMV and 

then cruised to Seaside, OR and had a 

lunch at Dundee’s restaurant. There 

were about 50 in attendance. 

Upcoming events include our annual 

Swap meet at the Clatsop County Fairgrounds on 

March 8
th
 and our annual 50’s cruise on May 31

st
. 

This year the 50’s cruise will be at a new location. It 

will be at the Clatsop County fair grounds and will be 

an indoor event. If you would like to help work on 

the committees for the swap meet or the 50’s cruise, 

your help will be appreciated. Give us a call and we 

will get you connected with committee chair folks. 

The 2025 Northwest Car Events Calendar (the Yel-

low Books) have arrived. They are free to our mem-

bers and can be picked up at our club meetings held 

the 3
rd

 Thursdays at 7pm. 

Our club is always in the need of people willing to 

plan and organize activities (cruises) for our mem-

bers to participate in. If you feel that you may have 

some ideas in this area and want to help, please 

contact me and see if we can put something togeth-

er. 

This month’s meeting will be at Steve and Judy Jor-

dan’s shop at 35332 Helligso Ln. Astoria OR on Jan-

uary 16th.  

Ask a member if they need a ride! I hope to see you 

all there. 

Thank you for your continued support; 

Jim Purdy, President Lower Columbia Classics Car 

Club 2024-2025 
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 December 1, 2024 

 

President Jim Purdy called to order the De-

cember 1st meeting of the Lower Columbia 

Classic car club at 1:05 pm. Regular club 

business was suspended for this meeting. 

Nominations were opened for club officers 

for 2025. Patty Getchell, as nomination 

chairperson, nominated Chuck Loesch for 

Vice President. With no other nominations 

from the floor, nominations were closed. 

Chuck Loesch was elected club Vice Presi-

dent by unanimous vote. Patty then opened 

nominations for club Treasurer. Burt Young 

was nominated. With no other nominations 

from the floor, nominations were closed. By 

unanimous vote Burt Young was elected 

club Treasurer. Nominations were opened 

for Secretary by Patty Getchell. Nicki An-

drews was nominated. She withdrew her 

name. Valerie Purdy was nominated from 

the floor. She accepted the nomination. With 

no other nominations from the floor, nomina-

tions were closed for Secretary. Patty Getch-

ell explained that at this time we were sus-

pending the attendance rule for officer’s eli-

gibility. By unanimous vote, Valerie Purdy 

was elected as club Secretary. 

A thank you was extended to Ann Mestrich 

and her crew for putting on the club Christ-

mas dinner. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:10 pm 

Nicki Andrews 

Secretary 

 

Wishing Tree Donation 

Food Bank Donation 
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FROM THE BACK SEAT “THE GAL’S PAGE” 

First off, I really want to put out a special 

“Thank you” to the “backseat” gals that made 

the Christmas party a very good, well attended 

gathering.  Without our efforts and hours in the 

kitchen, at the sink, counter, stove, shopping and 

doing whatever was needed, it would not have 

happened.  So ladies….. “Cheers” to us!    

Several people have asked me for the recipe for 

the potato casserole, which I got from my daugh-

ter-in-law.  I thought she was very special as this 

recipe always gets thumbs up.  However, last 

month, when looking through a file of recipes I 

had copied 20 years ago from a rather expensive 

cookbook, I found the same recipe created for 

Cracker Barrel.   Gosh golly, I was special too, 

just didn’t know it.   So, if anyone is interested in 

making a quick potato dish that will feed 15-20, 

here you go!  They’ll think you are special too! 

 

CRACKER BARREL’S HASHBROWN CAS-

SEROLE 

2 lbs. frozen cubed/hashbrown potatoes 

(defrosted)  

 ½ cup melted butter 

1 can cream of chicken soup 

1 pt. sour cream 

½ cup chopped onion 

2 cups grated cheddar 

1 tsp. salt 

¼ tsp. pepper 

Combine and mix the above.  Put it all in 

a 3 qt. casserole dish 

Mix: 2 cups crushed cornflakes in ¼ cup melted 

butter.  Sprinkle on top.   

Cover and bake at 350 for about 45 minutes.  

Uncover if you want them a little crunchy on 

top. 

A more economical option to the expensive 2 lb. 

bags of frozen potatoes is to use real potatoes 

and dice them yours self… or … Cash & Carry 

… has a 5lb. bag of diced red potatoes for a bit 

over $6.   

I guess that’s all for now.  Doug said I should 

write about my first car, so … it was a 4 door, 

’64 Nova. Nothing special, except that my dad 

bought it for me when I was 18 so I could drive 

myself to work.  On one trip going to Lincoln 

City the tranny shifted on its own and went from 

60 to 30.  Not a good sign.  I think at 20 we trad-

ed it in on a Vega.   Had to have room for the 

kids.  End of story.  We all have stories to tell.  

Feel free to call Diane and put your story in the 

Backfire.  I did.                 Happy New Year to 

Everyone!                 Dorothy Gillies 
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Historical and/or Hysterical Pictures 

Of LCCC Club Members, Friends, and Family 

(ps: send in pictures of your fun times to The Backfire Editor and see them 

posted here to share with everyone!) 

Owner of Dundee’s 

NEW YEARS CRUISE 2025 

FROM ASTORIA DMV TO SEA-

SIDE OREGON. CELEBRATE AT 

THE DUNDEE’S RESTAURANT 
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FOR SALE LOT & ANNOUCEMENTS 

Get well to;  

Well Wishes, 
Sending good 
wishes to all of you who I don’t know about. Please let me know so I can send you a card if you 
need one. I think we can all use a little pick me up sometimes. Thanks, Linda Uphoff (my phone 
number is listed in your roster) 

UP-COMING GAL’S PAGE ARTICLES January, Feb. March, April, May, June, July, August, 
Sept, Oct, Nov,  

BRINGING GOODIES 2025 

 Jan– Feb– Mar– Apr– May– June– July– Aug– Sept– Oct– Nov- 

November and December 2024 SYMPATHY CARD Family of Darryl Niemi, Fred & Ann Mestrich.  GET 
WELL, Judy Jordan,   Rob Buchanan -Mike Matthews - Diane Matthews.  THINKING OF  YOU, Patty Getchell.                           
Ann Mestrich - Thank you for Christmas Party organization.  

2 cars for sale - Car #1 -1937 Chevy Coupe, streetrod.  Heights 
front end, Walker Radiator, new 350/350 hp motor, 700 R4 trany-
rebuilt, Nova rear-rebuilt-all new bearings,Rebuilt Painless wiring, 
including gauges.  Only 4000 miles on the new engine. Asking: 
$37,500 

Car #2 - 1950 Ford Business Coupe (no back seat) No Rust! Has 
been in my shop for 20 years. Has a FlatHead 3 speed O Rig 
from Factory. I bought this car from the original owner. It will run 
and drive, 21,000 Original miles, new disc brakes.  This is a very 
nice car. Has new tires and wheels, good glass, leather seat, floor 
shift, car is in primer asking: $35,000. 

 

Contact Jon Erickson - 503-556-4541 

1977 PONTIAC FIREBIRD FORMULA 

ONE OWNER ONLY...40,660 CURRENT MILEAGE...AUTOMATIC TRANS. 301 V8 

11,000 FIRM CONTACT KELLY FOR INFO AND PICTURES 503-430-9215 
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New Member Application.pdf
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DEB COOK 

CLIFF ELLENWOOD 

BRADFORD GIBSON 

BILL HENDRICKSON 

LARRY MARTIN 

SHIRLEY MARTIN 

CHUCK MEYER 

DALE WEBSTER 

KAY MURDERS 

 

 

GLEGOR 


