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November has arrived and with 

it the start of the annual North 

Coast Rain Festival.  This time 

of year is usually the start of 

what to fix, update, or replace 

on our cars during the winter 

season.  It is always fun to see 

what our members dream up for 

their rides for the next car show 

season. 

The last big car show of the 

season was last month in Cres-

cent City, Calif. with 12 mem-

bers driving down for the event.  Our car was 

broken so we joined in, driving our pick-up as 

a “just in case” back-up. Thankfully every-

one’s ride made it down and back without is-

sue.  Dorothy and I hadn’t driven south of 

Newport in 40 years, so we really were look-

ing forward to the views.  Mother Nature had 

other plans and Dorothy has written an arti-

cle in this issue describing the journey.  Con-

gratulations to Steve and Judy for 1
st
 in class 

for their Buick and Diane and Mike Matthews 

for 2
nd

 in class for their “LeMoms”.  A good 

showing as there were over 300 entries.  

The November Club meeting is Thursday, 

November 17, 7pm in the Jordan’s shop.  

Following our general meeting the Swap 

Meet committee will meet to update the infor-

mation on the event.  If you are able to stick 

around, you can find out what’s happening. 

We will also update the December Christmas 

Party /Annual Meeting, as well as seek nomi-

nations for next year’s Vice-

President, Treasurer, and Secre-

tary. 

The Christmas Party/Annual 

Meeting will be Sunday, Decem-

ber 4
th
 from 1-3pm at the Long-

shoreman’s Hall, 491 Industrial 

Way, Astoria. RSVP to Dorothy-

503-468-0006 or Kay-503-861-

2713.  The club will also be taking 

donations for The Wishing Tree 

and Clatsop County Regional 

Food Bank to help local people in 

need.  We will collect and deliver the checks 

made out to each organization.  I hope eve-

ryone will consider contributing to these wor-

thy causes. 2023 Membership dues, $25 per 

household, will also be accepted. 

Speaking of membership, we have had a 

member volunteer to chair the committee.  Jo 

Loesch has taken over this position.  Thank 

you Jo for stepping into the job.  The other 

item at our December meeting will be elec-

tion of 2023 officers – Vice President, Treas-

urer, and Secretary. 

Also, we have ordered 40 copies of the NW 

Car Events Calendar (the Yellow Book) and 

they will be available free to club members 

as soon as we receive them.   

I hope everyone is doing well and I look for-

ward to seeing you at our meetings or the 

Christmas Party, or both!   

  Doug 
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October 20, 2022 

 

The October meeting of the Lower Columbia Classic car club was called to order by President Doug Gillies at 7:00 pm. The club officers were 

introduced - Doug Gillies President, Jim Purdy Vice President, Burt Young Treasurer, and Nicki Andrews Secretary. 

Guests - Ken Uphoff introduced his brother-in-law Danny Euey who is visiting from Missouri. 

Ken Uphoff made a motion to accept the September minutes as printed in the BackFire. Motion seconded and passed. 

Treasurer Burt Young presented the September financial report. He also went over the 2022-2023 budget as presented by the budget com-

mittee - Doug Gillies, Fred Mestrich, Ross Getchell, Burt Young, Steve Jordan, and Nicki Andrews. Fred Mestrich made a motion to accept 

2022-2023 budget. Motion seconded and passed. 

Committees: 

Membership - Diane Matthews has resigned and Jo Loesch has volunteered 

to take over. 

Sunshine - Ken Uphoff reported on behalf of chairperson Linda Uphoff. 

BackFire - Ross Getchell reminded us to get articles to him by the first of each month. Jim Wood who did the “What are you working on” has 

moved. 

Website - Dorothy Gillies will try and contact Robi Nelson. 

Swap Meet - Charlie Clayton reported. 

Educational Outreach - As his senior project John Clement recently put together a car show at the Warrenton High School with the help of 

several community members. The proceeds from the show went toward a scholarship for a graduating senior from the class of 2023. So far 

$2,200 has been raised. Steve Jordan made a motion that the club donate $200 toward this scholarship. The money is to be taken out of the 

Outreach fund. Motion seconded and passed. 

50’s Cruise - Mike Matthews has volunteered to do the art work and work on t- shirts. President Doug Gillies has met with the Camp Rilea 

personal and we have been approved to use the helipad for our show. Flyers are being worked on. The Weiner Mobile was suggested as a 

vendor. The next meeting will be November 22nd at 10:00 am at Steve Jordan’s shop. 

New Business: 

Christmas party - Dorothy Gillies reported that our Christmas party will be Sunday, December 4th 1pm - 3pm at the Longshoreman’s Hall. An 

article will be put in the November BackFire, emails will be sent out and notices sent to those who do not have emails. Members are asked to 

bring cash/checks donations to the Wishing Tree or the Community Food Bank in lieu of can food or toys. These organizations know more of 

what is needed and have better connections. 

Nominating Committee - Elections of the following officers: 

Vice President - 2 year term 

Treasurer - 1 year term 

Secretary - 1 year term 

President Doug Gillies asked for volunteers to be on this committee. Contact him if you are interested. 

Astoria Parks and Recreation is sponsoring a Trunk Decoration event at the Fairgounds October 29th 1pm - 3pm. It is open to all cars. 

We have envelopes, donation receipts, and coloring books. Flyers for the Swap meet are being printed. 

Steve Jordan reported that we have only one car plaque left which is available to members at club cost. Fred Mestrich made a motion that we 

order 25 more from O’Brian Trucking. Motion seconded and passed. 

Ralph Jackson showed us a plaque that was presented to him at the recent Beach Barons meeting. Both Beach Barons and Lower Columbia 

Classic car clubs sponsored this plaque as a thank you to Ralph for all his work at each club. 

NW Car Events Calendar - We ordered 25 last year @ $5.00 a piece. After discussion Steve Jordan made a motion that we order 40 this 

year. Motion seconded and passed. Steve will talk to the NW Car Event people to see if we can sell some of these calendars at our swap 

meet. It was suggested putting these in new member packets. 

New Years Day Cruise - It is our turn to plan this years cruise. President Doug Gillies asked for volunteers. See him if you are interested. 

Club jackets - Dorothy Gillies showed us a sample jacket. Our color combination is hard to find. She suggested looking on Amazon. It was 

also suggested contacting Washington State University since their colors are very similar. 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

Nicki Andrews 

Secretary 

 

Drawing won by Ernie Henton 
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FROM THE BACK SEAT “THE GAL’S PAGE” 

 Ever since Doug and I joined Lower Columbia Clas-

sics Car Club we have heard about the car show that 

was worth the trip, “Crescent City California”.  So this 

year, Doug and I were thinking about it, but didn’t 

think we could get a room, let alone someplace to put 

the dog … well.. Patty and Ross took care of both 

those concerns.  As they were not able to go, we took 

their booked rooms, and they kept our dog.  Nice for 

us, but they were missed.                  

We were both looking 

forward to seeing the 

southern coast and the 

beautiful beaches … 

but the whole length of 

the coast was a fog 

bank.  Steve was the 

lead car and did a great 

job of avoiding the elk on Hwy 101 near Cannon 

Beach. That didn’t detour us from breakfast at 

Grumpy’s in Rockaway.  Be aware, when you order 

pancakes, you get a plate 

full.  Just ask Burt 

. I have always 

thought a car ride was only 

a means to reach a destina-

tion.  Wrong. This trip 

taught me that the ride and the people you share that 

ride with make the memories you keep.   

Like watching Mike and Diane doing a synchronized 

finger wave to the car that cut them off going through 

Lincoln City.  Nice defensive driving by the 

“LeMoms” I might add.  4.5 hours and we made it to 

Newport.  Traveling with the 5 classics makes for a 

leisurely drive. Doug even had time to discover how 

the fog lights worked on the truck. (We drove “shot 

gun” in the pickup in case a tow was needed.  Not this 

time).  0 

 

In Coos Bay we found the hotel then headed out for 

dinner.  It was a nice-looking place, walking distance, 

headlining German/Seafood/ and more… all I can say 

is stay with what you are familiar with and avoid a lot 

of heart-burn.    I had also heard about the Casinos that 

were on the way.  Fred and I were the only ones to 

give the slots 

in Coos Bay a 

try.  Probably 

won’t do that 

again either.   

8am and we 

were on the 

road again. We 

finally found sun at Port Orford and had a nice stop for 

photos and whale watching.  Then on to Crescent City.   

It was a very nice hotel and walking distance to the car 

show.  The fog stayed with us for all but a few hours 

during the show, but we were used to it by then.  There 

were over 300 entries and the Jordan’s and the Mat-

thews’ each 

brought home 

a plaque.   

On this trip for 

me it was not 

the destination 

that mattered.  

I’m not a big 

fan of car 

shows…don’t 

get me wrong…I enjoy seeing the cars, but “been 

there, done that”.  This trip it was the journey.  Getting 

to know our travel companions by sharing stories in 

the motel room over munchies and Diane’s cookies, 

was one of the highlights.  Taking all day to get to a 

destination that only takes 6 hours, now that’s a jour-

ney.  Would I do it again…you bet!  We still haven’t 

seen the southern Oregon coast!   Safe Travels!    

Dorothy Gillies. 
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December Meeting/Christmas Party 

 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 Time: 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm  

 

At the Astoria Longshoremen’s Hall, 491 Industry Street, 

Astoria, OR. 97103 
 

All LCCCC members and their family are invited to attend our 

December Meeting/Christmas Party     
 

Lunch is provided: Ham and scalloped potatoes, variety of salads, 

coffee, punch and desserts (vegetarian choices included)  
 

Annual Donations: Cash/Check donations can be made out to the 

CCA Regional Food Bank, and Astoria Wishing Tree.  
 

Meeting: After lunch and socializing a brief meeting will be held for 

the election of officers for 2023. Nominations will be taken from the 

floor for Vice President (2-year position), Secretary (one year) and 

Treasurer (one year).  
 

Protocol:  We will set the room up to allow for spacing at the tables. 
 

RSVP: RSVP by November 30th (Please specify if Vegetarian) 

to: Dorothy (503-468-0006) or Kay (503-861-2713) 
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FOR SALE LOT & ANNOUCEMENTS 

BRINGING GOODIES 2022 

 March-Diane M, April-Patty, May– Oliver, June-Niki, July-Anne, August-Burt, September-Dorothy 
G, October-Sherri K, Nov.-Linda U, Dec.-Christmas Party 

Get well to; DEB COOK, ERNIE & JUDY ATKINSON,  KEN UPHOFF, RALPH 
JACKSON, ROSS GETCHELL, DICK PEDERSON, MARK WELSH, MARIA 
ADLER, KAY MURDERS, MARK GITTINS Well Wishes, Sending good wishes to 
all of you who I don’t know about. Please let me know so I can send you a card if you 
need one. I think we can all use a little pick me up sometimes. Thanks Linda Uphoff 

 

UP-COMING GAL’S PAGE ARTICLES 

June — Sherrie Kelley   July—Valerie Purdy   August—Lorraine Berard    September—
Gail Penuel    October—Kay Murders    November—Dorothy Gillies 

 

    For Sale 

1937 Chevrolet Pickup, 327 cid Engine, Tuck 
& Roll interior. $20,000. Tracy, 360-703-1139 

 

I fabricated this one person hood installation tool. I’ve used it three times now and it 
worked better than I had hoped. It’s available for FREE LOAN to any club members. 
Holding the hood in midair while starting hinge bolts is always a risky task. This fix-

ture eliminates that problem. You will need an engine hoist and will have to drill a 3/8” 
hole in the hoist beam. 

Mike Matthews 

For Sale  1964 Ford Falcon Ranchero  200-6cylinder,  Duel Ex-

haust,  Manual Stick Transmission, New Paint,  New Interior,  New 

Tires with Crager SS Wheels  $12000  Randy  1-360-665-5722   
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CLAYTON NANCY 11/26 

GITTINS MARGOT 11/20 

LAINE LEROY 11/12 

LANGLO DARLENE 11/19 

PARSONS THERESA 11/27 

UPHOFF KEN 11/22 

   

   

   

   

GITTINS   11/27 

KOSSAK   11/22 


